


AL 








=== THE SOUTHERNS=== 
PRESBYTERIAN 
>> JOURNAL ::- 


A Presbyterian weekly magazine devoted to the statement, defense and prppagation of 
the Gospel, the faith which was once for all delivered unto the/ saints. 

















VOL. XV NO. 27 OCTOBER 31, 1956 fy $2.50 A YEAR 


DEGRADING RELIGION, YOU 


When theology occupies the professor's chair in the midst of Christian flocks, its 
relations with them, constantly keeping before its eyes the realities of the Christian life, 
constantly recall to it also the realities of science: man’s misery, the counsels of the Father, 
the Redeemer’s cross, the consolations of the Holy Ghost, holiness, eternity . . . theology 
renders in its turn, to Christian flocks, services with which they cannot long dispense 


without damage. 


But on the contrary, when theology and the people have become indifferent to each 
other, and drowsy flocks have lived only for this world, then theology herself has given 
evident proofs of sloth, frivolty, ignorance, or perhaps of a love of novelties; seeking a 
profane popularity at any cost; affecting to have made discoveries that are only whis- 
pered to the ear, that are taught in academies, and never mentioned in the churches; 
keeping her gates shut amid the people, and at the same time throwing out to them 
from the windows doubts and impieties, with the view of ascertaining the present measure 
of their indifference; until at last she breaks out into open scandals, in attacking doc- 
trines, or in denying the integrity or the inspiration of certain books, or in giving 
audacious denials to the facts which they relate. 


—The Inspiration of the Holy Scriptures 
By L. Gaussen. 
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All Three Must Go Together 


The unregenerate human heart has _ three 
desperate needs; to be emptied; to be cleansed; 
to be filled. 


But owing to the imperfections in the best 
Christians, and the constant warfare in which 
we all find ourselves engaged, we all have the 
same lack in some measure. 


There is the need to be emptied of self be- 
cause self is ever-present and demanding. The 
“old man” with his deeds, about which Paul 
writes, is a lively ghost ever present. 


But to be emptied is not enough. A cleansing 
is necessary and this is through a supernatural 
agency available in Christ alone. Strange and 
mysterious as it is, that agency is the blood of 
Christ, accepted by faith in His atoning work. 


The third necessity is an infilling with a 
supernatural Person — the Holy Spirit. We 
Christians have the witness in our spirits that 
we are Christ’s and that He is ours but so 
often we deliberately push the Holy Spirit over 
to one side to make room for the flesh and 
the works of evil. 


In this marvelous work which God is willing 
to do for us the place played by His sovereign 
grace is of paramount importance. But for this 
grace none of us is ever saved. But there is 
obviously an operation of the human will, either 
for or against God’s loving mercy, which must 
be brought into the picture. Man is not an 
automaton, a puppet; God has endued him 
with the power of decision, the right to make 
for himself a choice. 


It is not wise to place God’s part and man’s 
part in separate compartments and say they 
are incompatible. Are not we looking at two 
aspects of the same work of grace? Some have 
let predestination become a stumbling block 
and in so doing have failed to take into account 
God’s omnipotence as well as His omniscience. 
Or, confusion is caused by failing to realize 
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that our power to accept or reject is but a part 
of God's grace manifested in His foreknowledge 
and power. 


In any case we all need a work in our hearts 
which God alone can do and for which He 
has made full provision. 


If our hearts are emptied of self and the 
sin which so easily besets us; if they are purified 
by the One Who makes all things new; if they 
are filled with the Spirit of the Living Christ, 
then there are certain inescapable corrolaries: 

Where now we are weak we will become 
strong. Where there is now no real power in 
prayer the very opposite will be the case. Where 
we bungle, despite good intentions, we will be 
given the wisdom which comes from the God of 
all true wisdom. Finally, when the Holy Spirit 
takes up residence in our hearts we begin to 
look at this world, its people and its tasks with 
true spiritual perception. Instead of the near- 
sightedness cf earth-bound perspective we find 
that clear 20/20 vision which sees the seeable 
in the light of eternity. 


Yes, our hearts need these three things and 
they are ours for the asking and the receiving. 
Sinless perfection? Nonsense. For the first time 
we will truly recognize our own sinfulness and 
hate our sins for we will see ourselves with 
something of the viewpoint of His holiness. And, 
we will know and love the One Who has freed 
us from the guilt and penalty of sin as we have 
never loved Him before. 


Emptied; cleansed; filled! ! ! 
A simple prayer could be: “Lord, You will 
have to do all of this for me, but I am willing.” 
L.N.B. 


Two Steps in Solving 
Juvenile Delinquency 


he increasing incidence of juvenile delin- 
quency shows it to be a social problem of the 
greatest significance and importance. 
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That the primary cause rests with parents 
seems too evident to cause argument. Adult 
delinquency does not necessarily show itself in 
the same way as in children but pagans living 
with the veneer of Christian culture while deny- 
ing the validity and personal responsibilities of 
commitment to Christ have no right to expect 
higher principles in the children which they 
beget. 


Some pagan cultures have higher and more 
effective philosophies of life than is to be found 
where Christianity is a word but not a faith. 
Shall we be forced to turn to the older Chinese 
culture which has produced a measure of filial 
piety and social responsibility which seems lack- 
ing in America today? 


In America we are seeing directly fulfilled 
the fruitage of cultured paganism on the one 
hand and a form of godliness on the other 


A Basket of Fruit 


The Fruit of the Spirit (Galatians 5:22,23) 


The Fruit of the Spirit ts 
Longsuffering (Patience) 


Christian, in the House of the Interpreter, 
saw many strange things. One of the most in- 
teresting was a room in which there were two 
children; one was calm and happy, the other 
was bitterly crying. Name of the one was Pa- 
tience, and the other, Passion. Passion wanted 
everything NOW; Patience was willing to 
WAIT. Bunyan, as usual, has caught one of 
the great truths of the Bible. Many of the 
heartaches, and troubles, and tragedies of the 
world have been caused through lack of patience. 


I. Our God is a Longsuffering God, the God of 


Patience. 
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2. We need patience in our homes. Its lack 
has ruined many a happy home. 
3. We need patience in dealing with neigh- 


bors and friends. 


4. We need patience in the Church; forbear- 
ing one another in love. 


~ 


5. We need patience in dealing with the 
problems that confront us in the United States. 
A little patience would have saved us from 
the terrible “war between the States.” We have 
a great problem now which will call for patience 
of the highest and best sort, if we are to be 
saved from dreadful consequences. 


6. We need patience in dealing with the 
other nations of the world. A hasty, false move 
will start another World War. 


We realize the NEED. 
III. Patience is a Fruit of the Spirit. 


How can it be met? 


It is a BIG Grace, a combination of many 
graces: 


It takes Faith to be patient; we must Trust 
in the Lord. 


It takes Courage to be patient; courage to 
face ridicule and evil talk. 


It takes Humility to be patient; we realize 
that we do not “know it all.” 


It takes Understanding, and Sympathy, and 
LOVE. 


May the Holy Spirit make this fruit abound 
in our lives! 





ta LETTERS 


9 





Women Elders 
Mr. Editor: 


I attended the Fall meeting of our Presbytery 
where they had this question up for reply to 
the General Assembly. There was quite a 
spirited debate and it was very interesting for 
a while. However, the monotony was relieved 
by an explosion of laughter when an elder from 
one of the country churches arose and solemnly 
addressed the Moderator, as well as I can recall, 
as follows: 


“Mr. Moderator: I represent a little church 
of 37 members. It used to be a U.S.A. church, 
but afterwards came into the Southern Assem- 
bly. In the U.S.A. days we had a woman elder. 
She was a fine lady, a good Bible scholar and 
a most proficient teacher of the Adult class — 
men and women. She was highly esteemed in 
the community and I have no word except praise 
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for her as a Christian woman; BUT, Mr. Mod- 
erator, WE DON’T WANT ANY MORE 
WOMEN ELDERS!!!” 


That was all. He sat down. The question 
was called for, and the vote was 29 to 14 
AGAINST. 





Helps To Understanding 
Scripture Readings 
in Day by Day 
By Rev. C. C. Baker 


Sunday, November 11, Genesis 2:7. Read 
1:26-2:24 and observe God’s provisions for 
man’s needs. What special relation did God 
give man to Himself (1:26)? What was the 
nature of the environment in which God placed 
man (2:9)? In the tree of life (v.9) the very 
presence and life of God was with man. Read 
Revelation 21:1-4 for something of what God’s 
actual presence must have meant. How did 
God care for man’s physical needs (1:29;2:9, 
16)? his social needs (2:18-24)? What purpose 
in life did God give man (1:27;2:15)? In the 
Garden of Eden man had every opportunity 
to develop a rich and wonderful life under the 
joyous care and fellowship of his Maker. Notice, 
therefore, the utter folly of sin (2:16,17;3:16- 
24). Are you aware of the terrible power of 
sin to destroy all that is good and worthwhile 
in your life? 


Monday, November 12, Psalm 130. The 
Psalmist is deeply aware of sin he has committed 
(v.3) and cries to the Lord in his distress (v.1). 
Notice the two declarations of v.5. Trusting in 
what God says in His Word (v.5b) , the Psalmist 
knows that God will forgive him (v.4; Exodus 
34:6-7). The Psalmist also waits anxiously in 
the presence of the Lord until God cleanses 
his soul from the stains of sin (vv.5a,6). After 
confessing your sin, learn to wait upon God 
in prayer until the Holy Spirit heals the wounds 
left by sin. Out of his own experience the 
Psalmist encourages others to find mercy in 
the Lord (vv.7-8). Does your experience wit- 
ness to the forgiving and cleansing power of 
God? 


Tuesday, November 13, Psalm 30. The 
Psalmist entertained a spirit of self-sufficiency 
(v.6) and as a result God withdrew His pres- 
ence from him (v.7b) and he fell away from 
God (vv.3,9). Notice, however, the contrite 
spirit of the Psalmist that followed (vv.2,10). 
When humbled and aware of his need for the 
Lord, God quickly answered the Psalmist’s pleas 
and helped him (vv.2-3,11). Observe the happi- 
ness of the Psalmist (vv.1,4-5,11-12) and his 
praise to God for the experience he has been 
through (vv.4-5,11-12) as he abides in the 
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Lord’s strength (v.7a). What was the purpose 
of the Lord’s humbling the Psalmist (v.7) ? Does 
a spirit of self-sufficiency keep you from the 
joys of living in God’s strength? 


Wednesday, November 14, Psalm 40:1-8. In 
vv.1-3 the Psalmist gives testimony to what 
God has done in his life in the past. Do vv.2-3 
contain your testimony of what God has done 
for you in Christ? Verses 5-17 form a prayer. 
As the Psalmist meditates on God’s past bless- 
ings (v.5), he states how he expressed his grati- 
tude in deed (vv.6-8) and in testimony (vv.9- 
10). Now, however, the Psalmist has slipped 
(vv.12,17a) and his enemies oppress him (vv.14- 
15). He pleads for mercy (vv.11,13). He can 
ask with confidence for God’s mercies (vv.11, 
17) because of his experience with God in the 
past (vv.1-3). He prays for the joys he once 
knew (v.11). Notice the confidence with which 
the Psalmist closes his prayer (v.17b). Can 
you look with confidence for a renewed fel- 
lowship with God when you have sinned if you 
sincerely plead His mercies? 


Thursday, November 15, Psalm 24. God sits 
upon the throne (vv.1-2) and he that comes 
into His presence must know the conditions set 
for the worshipper (v.3). He must come with 
a heart that is cleansed from the stains of sin 
(v.4), without falsehood and deceit (v.4b). 
God’s blessings will then rest upon him (v.5). 
For the soul that actively seeks fellowship with 
God (v.6), that consciously fixes its eyes upon 
the Lord (vv.7a,9a), the Lord will take the 
initiative to reveal His presence and His fellow- 
ship (vv.7b,9b). It is the Lord of the universe 
who will dwell within (vv.8,10). Do you come 
to God with sin confessed and forsaken? Have 
you learned to keep vour eyes upon the Lord 
when you pray that He may fill you with His 
presence? 


Friday, November 16, Psalm 103:1-14. Observe 
how wholeheartedly the Psalmist gives praise to 
God (vv.l-2) and how all-inclusive is God's 
goodness to the Psalmist (vv.2b-5). Notice the 
use of the word “all” in vv.1-5. Have you ever 
felt as the Psalmist in vv.1-2? Notice that in 
listing “all his benefits” (v.2) in vv.3-5, no 
physical blessings are mentioned, only spiritual. 
For what is the Psalmist thankful concerning 
the guilt of his sins (vv.3,10-14)? concerning 
the cleansing of the stains of sin upon his soul 
(v.3)? concerning his status in the future life 
(v.4)? concerning all that God has meant to 
him personally in this life (vv.4b,5)? When you 
think of your blessings, do you think primarily 
in terms of the spiritual or the physical? 


Saturday, November 17, Psalm 19. The heavens 
are a silent witness to the glory and majesty 
of God (vv.1-2) to all peoples everywhere 
(vv.3-4). However, it is the Word of God that 
actually makes God meaningful to man 
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(vv.7ff). What words in vv.7-10 characterize the 
Word of God? List the things mentioned in 
vv.7-8 that the Word of the Lord will do in the 
human heart. Is what the Psalmist testifies 
to in v.10 concerning the Scriptures your ex- 
perience? What effect does God’s Word have 
upon the author in regard to obedience to God 
and His Law (vv.11-14)? As you behold the 
glory of God in creation and hear Him speak 
to you in His Word, allow v.14 to be your prayer. 


ANGLERS 


By WADE C. SMITH 
Lesson No. 163 





By-Propucts OF PERSONAL 
EvANGELISM (Concluded) 


In the Church Attendance. 


If a church has an average of 50% of its mem- 
bers in attendance upon both services on the 
Lord’s Day and 25% at mid-week prayer service, 
it is well above the average. Some churches have 
abandoned the mid-week prayer meeting. This 
writer, stopping over one Wednesday night in 
one of our largest Southern cities, after supper 
at the hotel, wended his way to the First Presby- 
terian Church for prayermeeting. Arriving a 
minute or two ahead of time he found the sex- 
ton, patiently at his post, and was kindly greet- 
ed. Ten minutes later the pastor came in and 
also kindly greeted the visitor. The pastor said 
the radio had announced the weather might 
be inclement. So far, however, it was quite 
clement. That was all. We chatted pleasantly 
for fifteen or twenty minutes and then dispersed 
—in three directions. 


Actually there are many church buildings 
which cannot seat more than half the member- 
ship at one time, so fully accepted is the mat- 
ter of wholesale absenteeism from worship. It 
is almost embarrassing at weddings and Easter, 
the lack of seating space for the membership. 
Yet, it should not be so. If a church with a 
membership, say, of 300 could enlist 20 of its 
members in a definite, permanent program 
of soul-winning it would increase attendance 
upon services 25 to 50% within a surprisingly 
short time. If each one of the 20 personal work- 
ers should see and invite only one person a week 
to the services, that would total 260 for the 
quarter, and if one-fourth of them accepted 
there would be 65 additional people coming to 
church. That is allowing only for grade “C” 
personal work, as has been described in the 
foregoing lessons. Think of the enlarged service 
and increased interest resulting from “A” and 
“B” personal work on the part of those twenty! 
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Everything that is wholesome for the church 
and promotive of its progress may result from 
a thorough-going personal evangelism program. 


In the Preaching. 


Perhaps one of the best By-Products would 
appear in the improved quality of the Pastor’s 
preaching. Think what it would mean to a 
pastor coming into his pulpit on a Sunday morn- 
ing to know that, sitting out there in the con- 
gregation are, say, twenty men, women and 
young people whom he has good reason to be- 
lieve have each made an honest effort during 
the previous week to win a soul to Jesus Christ. 
Accompanying some of these would very likely 
be some of the “prospects.” And it would also 
mean that during the service and while the 
sermon was being preached there are earnest 
prayers going up from his workers, asking God 
to bless their pastor’s message, to open the hearts 
of his hearers and beseeching the Holy Spirit 
to bring conviction to lost souls, that some may 
be saved in that very service. 


If that would not put life and spirit into a 
preacher and cause him to throw everything 
he had into the effort, what would? Yes, that 
quickening of the preacher would have begun 
back in the week during the preparation of 
his sermons, for he would have had many evi- 
dences over the telephone and in interviews and 
inquiries that his forces were working and that 
great things might be expected on the next 
Lord’s Day. 


Evidently the Lord intended that the spirit 
of Personal Evangelism should be at the center 
of all activities in His Church. 


* * * * * 


This closes the Anglers series of “lessons.” 
The suggestion has come from several readers 
that they should be compiled in a study book 
with questions for classes at the end of each 
lesson. But it costs more money than ever now 
to publish a book, and it is a venture that re- 
quires very careful consideration. Much would 
depend upon how general would seem to be 
the demand. If you heartily approve the idea 
of making a study book of Anglers, write a post- 
card to the Editors, and the number of such 
received will have considerable bearing upon the 
decision in the matter. 





PRESBYTERIAN JUNIOR COLLEGE 
SYNOD OF NORTH CAROLINA 
Educational excellence. Moderate charges. 
Endowed. Christian emphasis. A. A. and 
A. 8S. degrees. Graduates transfer to best 
colleges as juniors. Professor each ten stu- 
dents. Personal attention. Scientific testa and 
guidance. Athletics. Liberal arts. Business. 
Preparatory grades 11 and 12. Member Se. 
Assn. Colleges and Secondary Schools. Summer School. 
Leuis C. LaMotte, President 
Box 38-W — Maxton. N. C 

















1500 Years 
After Jarmo 


PART II 
By J. V. N. Talmage 


In the last issue we described briefly the ex- 
traordinary oscillations during the first 1000 
years after Jarmo. Hot arid climate and high 
sea level had scattered the builders of Babel in 
all directions. 


We will go back to northwest Europe to get 
our connections. After the FLOOD the Balti 
was a sea with glaciers calving into it (Jarmo 
time). After about 500 years glaciers had come 
down the Swedish mountains to Stockholm, and 
the Baltic was a lake because of the low sea 
level (Babel time). In about another 500 years 
or so the sea had risen, and once more the Baltic 
was a sea but cooled by melting glaciers. This 
sea is called Yoldia Sea from the Arctic shells 
found on its former beaches (This is dispersion 
time) 


Before this Yoldia Sea time there are abso- 
lutely no signs of human beings in Europe, 
but somewhat doubtful evidence suggests that 
during Yoldia time a stray hunter or two may 
have reached the Baltic. Geology thus proves 
to us that for 1000 years or more there were 
no inhabitants in Europe. 


The next 1000 vears on the Baltic was the 
scene of milder oscillations than before. The 
Yoldia Sea became the Ancylus Lake when the 
sea level fell: and then a very extensive sea 
again when the sea level rose higher even than 
in Yoldia time. This salt sea is called the Lit- 
torina Sea because of the abundant shell fish. 
During Ancylus Lake time Mesolithic people 
arrived and settled all over northwest Europe 
but rather sparsely. These are the ancestors of 
the present Europeans, though later invasions 
injected new blood. 


When the sea level rose to form that extensive 
Littorina Sea more people arrived, and the 
Shores of this sea were alive with villages 
whose staple food seems to have been those shell 
fish. Heaps and heaps of the shells were left 
beside their villages. This warm era can be 
dated exactly for it was the time of the Pyramids 
in Egypt. 


The climate was warmer than today, and is 
called by archeologists the Climatic Optimum. 
These people soon engaged in agriculture and 
began to make pottery. We have gone beyond 
our 1500 years for the Littorina Sea was in ex- 
istence 4600 years ago. These Mesolithic peo- 
ple were a very different race from the old stone 
age people who were destroyed by the FLOOD 
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Traveling back to the Near East, we find that 
the warm Climatic Optimum had brought very 
warm climate to Egypt, but along with the 
approach of the equator came abundant equa- 
torial rains, and Egypt was extremely prosper- 
ous. 


If one notices the full dress styles of those 
prosperous days he will understand what I mean 
when I say the climate was warm. Even the 
kings on the throne were naked to the waist. 


But outside of Egypt the warm arid climate 
was a handicap. In Mesopotamia there was a 
high sea level which left silt on some of the 
city sites. We must not get this second silt 
deposit confused with that of Yoldia days when 
the inhabitants of Babel were scattered. This 
second so-called “flood” left silt at higher levels. 
This occurred during the first Dynasty of Ur, 
just after the time of the famous Royal Ceme- 
teries. In Kish they found two deposits, one 
several feet above the other. 


In Mesopotamia the time between the Yoldia 
high sea level and the Littorina high sea level 
of about 1000 years more or less is known in 
archeological circles as the Early Dynastic 
Period, or the Early Bronze Age. Jt was the time 
of the beginning of nations. During the middle 
part of the period, the climate was good and 
man was prosperous. In Egypt it rained during 
the time of the Predynastic Gerzians and during 
the reign of the first king Menes. Actually this 
Early Bronze age began several centuries before 
3000 B. C. We have shown the strange history 
of the 1500 years of the Jarmo. 

There is sure to be among the readers some one 
who has studied archeology. He is sure to say “the 
writer does not know the ABC’s of archeology, for every 
learned archeologist dates the climatic oscillations in the 
Baltic and the contemporaneous Mesolithic men before 
Jarmo, not after, and there were no climatic oscillations 
after Jarmo. These experts do not recognize a FLOOD 
or a HIATUS or TOWER of BABEL or a DIS- 
PERSION.” The learned archeologists who reject the 
Bible cannot find the cause of the ice ages because of 
their topsy turvy chronology. 





Women In The 


Church Today 


By Rev. Edward C. Thornburg 
Greenville, N. C. 


It is being widely maintained at the present 
time that the position of women in the church 
today is not in harmony with the spirit of 
the times. The increased influence of women 
since the passage of the Nineteenth Amendment 
is said to be at variance with the principle of 
the church which restricts the actual govern- 
ment of the church to men. 


Granted that this may be the case, that women 
do occupy a place in the total picture of mod- 
ern society far different from that which they 
knew in New Testament times, does this mean 
that we are not only antiquated, but also un- 
scriptural, in practice if not in intent, in de- 


fining the relation of women to the church? 
t 


This question is not one that may be dis- 
missed with a hasty “yes” or “no,” but demands 
a careful examination, both of the teachings of 
Scripture and of modern society. It will, how- 
ever, be readily seen that the spirit of the age 
is not a valid (or stable) criterion by which 
to judge the matter. The increased presence 
and influence of women in government, medi- 
cine, industry, education and other fields has 
not been an unmixed blessing, as we can see 
from the rising tide of marital difficulties and 
delinquency due directly or indirectly to the 
absence of the wife and mother from the home. 


Women have definitely proved to be at least 
the equal of men in most occupations, but 
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they have failed to prove in a great number 
of cases that they could be both homemaker 
and breadwinner. Certainly we cannot ignore 
the times in which we live, and so lose all prac- 
tical contact with modern man (and thus all 
ability to reach him with the Gospel), but we 
generally are in much more danger of allowing 
our ways of thinking to be moulded by the 
spirit of the age (and so lose the vital force of 
the Gospel) . 


Therefore we must follow the Confession, and 
maintain the Scriptures as the rule of faith 
and practice. The principle which is to regulate 
the life of the Church in every sphere of its 
activity is that all things not expressly given 
in Scripture, or good and necessary inferences 
from it, are forbidden, whether it be in faith, 
worship, or church order. So we must then show 
the order which Scripture establishes for the 
proper administration of the work of the 
Church. 


1. There are in each church elders (Titus 
1:5) who are almost, if not exactly, the same 
as bishops. (compare Acts 20:17,28; Titus 
1:5,7) They are called bishops because of 
their function as overseers of the church, and 
elders due to their age and/or their respected 
position in the church. 


From I Timothy 5:17 we would also get the 
impression that while all of the elders had the 
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duty of ruling, some were especially honored 
because they taught as well as ruled. From this 
and other passages (Romans 12:7,8; I Corin- 
thians 12:28) we see the traditional Presbyterian 
distinction between the ruling elder and the 
teaching elder (or pastor). There are thus 
given here the offices which fill two functions 
of the church. ruling and teaching. 

2. The office of the deacon is the third of 
these offices in the church. discharging the func- 
tion of showing mercy. This office is first in- 
stituted in Acts 6 (if there is a place where it 
is instituted in the New Testament) , and is found 
in the church at Philippi, where in Philippians 
1:1 Paul addresses both the elders and deacons 
of the church. 

Thus there has been given in the Church 
three separate offices, each for the accomplish- 
ment of a special function. The question is, 
may any or all of these be filled by women? 
That there was an office to which a woman 
might be called is seen in IT Timothy 3:8-13, 
where Paul shows the perpetuity of the office 
of the deacon in the Church. In verse 11 it is 
not only the wives of deacons, but were them- 
selves deaconesses. (See E. K. Simpson: The 
Pastoral Epistles, Grand Rapids, 1954; page 56) 

That women were called to such an office is 
seen also in that in Romans 16:1 Paul refers 
to Phebe as the servant (margin -deaconess) of 
a particular church. In the case of this verse 
we would not ignore the fact that often it is 
held that Phebe was simply a servant of the 
church, and not an officer, but this is often 
done in the interests of excluding women from 
anv office in the church. 

Certainly there are acts of mercy done in the 
name of Christ and His Church which neces- 
sitates the ministry which a ladv alone could 
render, today as well as in the earlv church. 

In Europe the deaconess hospitals exist as 
a testimony to this fact. There does, then, on 
the basis of these Scriptures exist an office of 
the church which both by divine institution and 
by its nature may be filled by men or women, 
and if we hold that the men ordained in Acts 
6 were ordained to the office of deacon, then 
women are to be set aside for the office by the 
laying on of hands. 

However, in distinction from this office, 
which by Scripture may be freely held by 
women, there is no Scriptural prerogative for 
the admission of women to the tasks of teach- 
ing and ruling in the churches. Such passages 
as may seem to give Scriptural warrant for such 
do not really do so. Deborah is said to be such 
an example of the place of leadership which 
women enjoyed in the Old Testament. 

However, the whole tone of the story implies 
that this was a highly exceptional case, because 
there was no man who would lead Israel. This 
is especially seen in the rebuke by her of Barak. 
(Judges 4:9) The instance of Priscilla and 
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Aquila in Acts 18:26 proves only that it is not 
necessary for one to be a minister of the church 
to do private teaching, in distinction from the 
teaching and preaching of the Word in the 
churches. Timothy is an example of one who 
profited from the teaching he received in the 
home. 

There is an argument from silence against 
having lady elders, in that while we are told 
that there were lady deacons in the Church, 
and we are given the standard for their be- 
haviour, we find no such examples in Scripture 
of lady elders, nor any hint that in the future 
development of the Church there will be such. 

Is the matter of lady eldership one which 
developed through a progressive understanding 
of the Word of God? Is it not rather in basic 
disagreement with a general statement and prin- 
ciple of Scripture, that the woman is to be in 
subjection to her husband in all things? 

In I Corinthians 14:34 we are told that the 
woman is to have this relation to her husband 
in the church, and in Ephesians 5:22-24 this 
principle is applied also to their relationship 
in the whole family experience. This subjec- 
tion. of course, is not to be abused by the hus- 
band, as Paul centinues in Ephesians 5:25-33, 
that this rule is to be exercised in love. It is 
not a relationship of a superior who rules and 
an inferior who is ruled, but a subordination 
for the sake of an economy of operation. 

It is perhaps significant that as far as this 
writer was able to ascertain, the question neve 
came up in Presbyterian churches until 1920, in 
an age of doctrinal indifference. Are we to 
assume that Augustin, Calvin, Knox, Thorn- 
well, Dabney, and a whole host of other theo- 
lovical giants, with their insights into the truths 
of Scripture, were not sufficiently aware of the 
issues involved in this matter? Our primary and 
basic reference is to the Word of God, but we 
cannot wiselv ienore the testimony of history. 

There is, however, another mistake which we 
must not make, to have such a conception of 
the judicatories of the Church that women are 
prevented frem ever being heard. The presby- 
teries, synods and general assemblies of the 
church are not gatherings for worship as such, 
but church courts. As such they have full right 
to call upon any person to appear before that 
court to testify, whether it be for a matter of 
discipline, or to deliver a report. The previous- 
lv mentioned command for women to keep 
silence in the churches in its context clearly 
refers to the worship services of particular con- 
gregations, and not to the church court as con- 
ceived under the Presbyterian system. 

Let us be careful, then, in our desire to see 
that the Gospel of the grace of God is effectively 
preached, that we fail to go far enough, or at- 
tempt to go further than we may in fulfilling 
the demands of Scripture in this matter as in 
every other with which the church is faced. 
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My Responsibilities As A Pastor 


By The Rev. Archie Davis 
Union, S. C. 


The purpose of this message is to give my 
conception of the doctrine of the Ministry and 
my responsibilities in relation to my high calling 
in Christ Jesus. 


Paul exhorted young Timothy with these 
words, “Preach the Word; be instant in season, 
out of season; reprove, rebuke, exhort with all 
longsuffering and doctrine.” (2 Tim. 4:2) I 
think the preacher’s primary interest should be 
preaching the gospel of good news. But, I think 
it extends further than the pulpit or exhorta- 
tions. To be “instant in season and out of sea- 
son,” means to be able to give sound and help- 
ful advice to those who are in great need at 
the time the opportunity may arise. 


I get my method and theology from the Apos- 
tle Paul. I think Paul sets forth qualifications 
of a true minister in Romans 1:14-17. Paul 
begins by saying, “I am debtor.” A debtor is 
one who owes another something. Paul is 
indebted in a two-fold way. First of all he 
is indebted to God, who called him. I remember 
most vividly that it was God who chose me. 
“You have not chosen me but I have chosen 
vou.” (John 15:16) 1 am sure it was brought 
to Paul’s mind very forcefully that it was a 
power outside himself that brought him face 
to face with Jesus Christ on the Damascus Road. 
[he Lord spoke to Ananias and told him to 
go lay his hands on Saul of Tarsus. Ananias 
was hesitant and “the Lord said unto him, G« 
thy way: for he is a chosen vessel unto me, to 
bear my name before the Gentiles and Kings 
and the children of Israel.” (Acts 9:15). 


In my own experience; I rebelled against the 
call of God to full time service. One night afte 
hearing a message on yielding one’s self com- 
pletely to the Lord, I went to bed, but I could 
not go to sleep. After a lengthy argument o1 
wrestling with the Lord, I got up and began 
to read the Bible. Through the leading of the 
Holy Spirit, I began to read I Corinthians and 
these words stood out, “For ye see your call- 
ing, brethren, how that not many wise men 
after the flesh, not many mighty, not many noble, 
are called: But God hath chosen the foolish 
things of the world to confound the things which 
are mighty.” (I Cor. 1:26-27) That night I 
surrendered my all to the Lord and promised 
Him that I would follow His leading and preach 
His Word. 


Secondly, Paul was a debtor because of the 
people around him. He realized what God did 
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for him he could do for others. The God that 
Paul was serving was no respecter of persons; 
why should he be? He was a debtor “both to 
the Greeks and to the Barbarians; both to the 
wise and to the unwise.” (Romans 1:14) 


This teaches me that I have a responsibility 
to all men regardless of race or status in life. 
I have a message of God’s love to get across 
to the learned and to the ignorant. Whether a 
man lives in a stately mansion or in a shack 
across the tracks, he is my individual responsi- 
bility. I am indebted to all men of all races 
and all classes; because I firmly believe what 
God did for me, he can do for them. 


Paul then declares “I am ready to preach the 
gospel to you at Rome also.” (Rom. 1:15) 
Whether it be a public place or perilous place, 
Paul was ready to serve his Lord. I have asked 
myself the question many times: Am I ready 
or willing to serve my Lord in every circum- 
stance regardless of how difficult or insignifi- 
cantr 


The first step in being ready to serve Christ 
is to realize that one has a debt to Christ, the 
Church and his community. Next is to search 
out his motives for entering the ministry. Paul 
had a pure motive, “For the love of Christ 
constraineth us.” His heart’s desire was that 
souls might be saved. “Brethren, my heart’s 
desire and prayer to God for Israel is, that they 
might be saved.” (Rom. 10:1) I believe it 
takes motives like that to make a powerful ser- 

nt God. Love makes a man a servant of 

[ and to his people. I realize that the 
Chris minister should be a servant to his 


opl | a bondslave of Jesus Christ. 


Third Paul 


messace 


was ready because he had a 


this: “For | determined not to know anything 
among you save Jesus Christ, and Him cruci- 
fied.” (I Cor. 2:2 I am convinced that we 


as ministers have the greatest message in the 
world to give to people who are starving for 
something to fill the longings of their souls. 
I am sure that if I lift up Christ and Him cruci- 
fied He will draw all men to Himself. This does 
not mean only in my preaching, but also in 
my activities in the community. I must lift 
Christ up not only on Sundays, but daily as I 
minister in the homes. 


Paul knew how to meet men. His methods 
of reaching men proved that he was prepared to 
serve Christ. Whatever the situation that had 


PAGE 9 












arisen, Paul knew how to face it. “For I have 
learned, in whatsoever state I am, therewith 
to be content. I know both how to be abased, 
and I know how to abound: everywhere and 
in all things I am instructed both to be full 
and to be hungry, both to abound and to suffer 
need.” (Phil. 4:11-12) The real secret of a 
minister is learning to fit into every social situ- 
ation. 


Paul knew that if he was going to be an 
effective minister he was going to have to meet 
men on their own grounds and terms. To the 
Jews, he became as a Jew. To those under 
the law he became as under the law. To the 
weak he became as the weak. Paul makes it 
even more emphatic in his own words, “I am 
made all things to all men, that I might by 


all means save some.” (I Cor. 9:22) A good 
minister should be able to talk the language 
of the people to whom he is ministering. I 


realize I must meet the people on common 
erounds if I am to win them first to myself and 
then to Christ. 


Paul’s method of preaching was a very simple 
one. Although he was a very learned man, he 
did not use it in his preaching. To the Church 
at Corinth, he wrote, “and brethren, when I came 
to you, I came not with excellency of speech 
or wisdom, declaring unto you the testimony of 
God . . . and my speech and my preaching 
was not with enticing words of man’s wisdom, 
but in demonstration of the Spirit and of 
Power.” (I Cor. 2:1,4) Jesus Christ taught in 
parables because he wanted the people to un- 
derstand what he was saying. The parable 
usually related to something very familiar to the 
hearers. 


Finally, Paul makes this affirmation “I am 
not ashamed of the Gospel of Christ.” (Rom. 
1:16) A man would make a poor salesman 
if he were ashamed of his product. A minister 
would be a very poor preacher if he was ashamed 
of the gospel or message he was preaching. 


I am convinced beyond shadow of doubt 
that: Christ is the answer to all the world’s 
needs. The gospel which we preach is the power 
of God unto salvation to everyone that believeth. 
It is our job to make the gospel plain, so that 
people can understand and believe. The love of 
God as presented in preaching the gospel reaches 
down to the vilest sinner and lifts him up and 
places his feet on the solid rock and establishes 
his goings. The gospel gives to men new aims 
and directions in life. 


To those who have burdened hearts and 
troubled minds we must point them to Jesus 
Christ who cares infinitely for them. Many are 
suffering from mental disorders or undue 
anxiety. As ministers of the gospel of Our Lord 
and Saviour Jesus Christ, we should present 
Christ in such a manner that the troubled mind 


PAGE 10 





or heart can hear the voice of Christ saying, 
“My peace I leave with you.” The waters of 
doubts and fears are dashing against the souls 
of men. Christ is saying “Peace be still”; can 
the troubled hearts and minds hear the voice 
of Christ through our preaching and counsel- 
ing? 


I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ, 
because within it lies the solution to all prob- 
lems. Paul said, “I became as all things to all 
men that I might by all means save some.” |] 
think this goes even deeper than just sympathy 
with our people. When I am in sympathy with 
someone; I feel “with” that person. When | 
am at empathy with a person I feel “into” 
that person. I like the word rapport which 
has a fuller meaning. It means a “fusion with” 
when we identify ourselves with the person we 
are dealing with; then we will not blame him 
for what he has done; it is only as we win that 
person’s confidence can we lead him to a useful 
and richer life. 


I am not ashamed of the gospel because every- 
thing has failed, but the “abundant life” as 
found in the gospels and in a personal knowledge 
of Jesus Christ has never failed. 





Missions the Main Purpose 
of Church Organization 


By George S. Lauderdale 


Certain folks say that there is nothing in the 
Bible about joining a church when they believe 
on Christ and are baptized, and they are par- 
tially right. To get work done, men must band 
together, and the work of the church, preaching 
the gospel to every creature, demands system. 
The children of light must be as wise as the 
people of the world; our work is more important 
than any other! 


The Bible says plenty on the importance of 
careful planning and organizing. Did not Moses 
follow the advice of Jethro, his father-in-law, 
and appoint helpers in judging Israel? The na- 
tion was divided into tribes, headed by elders. 
The reapers in Boaz’ barley fields had a servant 
over them; David’s singers were divided into 
choirs; Zacharias, father of John the Baptist and 
priest unto God, had a certain time to minister 
in the temple as did all the other priests. 


“For this cause left I thee in Crete, that thou 
shouldest set in order the things that are want- 
ing, and ordain elders in every city, as I had 
appointed thee.” Titus 1:4. The inspired Paul 
knew the value of good organization! 


Benefits of Being Systematic 


Unless an army is divided into units, the 
plans of the strategists will not even be known 
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to the foot soldiers, much less executed. System 
keeps men occupied, and lets them know what 
is expected of them. Jesus Christ, King and 
Head of the Church, has work for every mem- 
ber on every roll in order that His will be 
carried out, and every creature hear His gospel. 


Keeping records and making plans avoids 
waste of time and material. How often things 
are lost because they were not properly filed 
away; facts about people are important, but 
due to carelessness God’s people forget their 
neighbors’ needs and they are lost. 


Difficulties and Dangers 
Church leaders are tempted to seek the praise 
of men and show off their authority rather than 
to use their office to serve others and lay up 
heavenly treasures. People are prone to fill in 
reports as an end in itself instead of actually 
repenting of the sins and giving God the praise 
for good things done. The fact that lies are 
sometimes told to make ugly situations appear 
all right on paper shows the desperate need of 

certain systematic men for Christ. 


Leaves can atone for fruitlessness no better 
now than on the day our Lord cursed the barren 
fig tree! God is not mocked by statistics which 
sound successful although no souls have been 
saved. True achievement comes as a result of 
Christian love supplied to our hearts by the 
Spirit of God. We may function as smoothly 
as a well-trained team of professsional ball 
handlers, but if we lack love, we are as useless 
to God as if we were playing games. 


What Is Your Goal? 


To make Jesus Christ known is the duty of 
every group in the local congregation: the choir 
sends out truth of His saving power in such 
a way as to tug at the hearts of sinners. Sunday 
School classes learn of Him to teach others. By 
acts of kindness, deacons recommend Him to 
the needy. Elders give themselves to the min- 
istry of the Word and prayer, instructing and 
catechising publicly and from house to house, 
showing all the way to heaven. Christ is the 
way. 


Let Christian choirs welcome opportunities 
to sing at mission stations and evangelistic 
services. Sunday School classes should ever seek 
to form new groups for Bible study. Deacons 
are to channel money to missions and elders 
intercede for all who proclaim the gospel to 
pagans. 


To Your Work 


Guided by men who have a burden for the 
salvation of multitudes without hope, youth 
groups can be powerful forces for missions 
through concerted prayer, sacrifice and study. 
They should be challenged to lay down their 
lives for Christ’s sake and the gospel’s. 


Be sure to have right aims in your Christian 
fellowship. Ask yourself on each report blank 
how much you are doing in making Jesus Christ 
known to the world. Labor with others to send 
out missionaries and support them in prayer 
and with money. 





After Death, What? 


By The Rev. Floyd E. Hamilton 


“Have ye not read in the Book of Moses, how 
in the bush God spake unto him saying, I am 
the God of Abraham, and the God of Isaac, and 
the God of Jacob? He is not the God of the 
dead, but the God of the living.” 


As might be expected, we find that there is 
a vital difference in the answer given by Mod- 
ernists and Evangelicals, to the question, After 
Death, What? The Modernists question the 
reality of eternal punishment for unrepentant 
men and women, saying that God is too good 
to inflict that kind of punishment on human 
beings. Most Modernists would probably be- 
lieve in some kind of future life of bliss for 
all men, but they would recoil from any dis- 
crimination about who will enter such a state 
of bliss. 


However, no matter how much men may 
pretend to ignore it, they have an insatiable 
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interest in the future life. The reason spiritual- 
ism is so popular is that it pretends to secure 
information about life after death and give it 
to people living in this world. The only reason 
that the case of Bridey Murphy has captured 
the imagination of millions of Americans is 
that it has what is claimed to be proof of life 
after death in what is called reincarnation, that 
is, the coming back of the soul of one who had 
died, to live again in the body of someone alive 
today. A popular comic strip today has as 
its theme pretended reincarnation. I have re- 
cently received a book entitled, “Immortality,” 
by Loraine Boettner, and on the cover is the 
following statement: “There is scarcely any 
other subject of religious thought that com- 
mands such universal interest as that of the 
future life. In the heart of every man is the 
longing to enter into a larger life and destiny 
after death. To the question, What next? Dr. 
Boettner gives a clear and unmistakable answer.” 
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All this emphasizes the point that people have 
almost a morbid curiosity about what comes 
after death. 


Now while the non-Christian is completely 
at sea in this matter, and consequently falls 
an easy prey to such things as the Bridey Mur- 
phy hoax and spiritualism, there is no reason 
for the Christian to be ignorant on the subject. 
The Word of God gives us very definite in- 
formation on the matter and all we need to do 
is to assimilate the information it gives us. 


In the first place we should understand clear- 
ly that the Bible does not teach what is called 
“soul sleep,” contrary to the claims of the 
Jehovah’s Witnesses, Seventh Day Adventists 
and others. While I was in Korea before World 
War II, I was listening one Sunday afternoon 
to a broadcast sermon over our short wave 
radio. I never found out whether the speaker 
was a Seventh Day Adventist, a Jehovah’s Wit- 
ness or what, but the sermon was an attack 
on the Christian teaching about life after death. 


It gave one of the most warped interpreta- 
tions of the precious words of Jesus to the 
dying thief on the cross I have ever heard. The 
words of the text are, “Lord, remember me 
when thou comest into thy kingdom. And Jesus 
said unto him, ‘Verily I say unto you, Today 
thou shalt be with me in Paradise.’ ’ 


The speaker said that Jesus was not teaching 
that the thief’s soul would that very day be 
with Jesus in Paradise but that the common 
punctuation was wrong, and that the text should 
read, “I say unto you today, thou shalt be with 
me in Paradise (in my future kingdom) .” Not 
only would such an interpretation be contrary 
to the rest of Scripture, it would make non- 
sense of the verse itself. Why in the world 
would Jesus use an expression that would tell 
the thief he was speaking to him that very day 
when he (the thief) could hear him speak? The 
only sensible interpretation is that which the 
Greek text demands, namely, that Jesus was 
promising to the dying thief entrance into 
heaven on that very day. 


The idea of reincarnation, that is the coming 
back of the soul of a person who has previously 
died, to indwell the body of a person who 
has just been born, is an oriental idea growing 
out of Hinduism and Buddhism which teach 
that our future life depends on our conduct 
in this life, and that if we are bad we will be 
reborn as animals or insects. Hindu holy men 
(who are usually anything but holy) have some- 
one walk in front of them along a path with a 
broom to sweep all the insects out of the path, 
lest they accidentally step on their reincarnated 
ancestors! 


A new twist has been given to the old idea 
of reincarnation recently by the case of Bridey 
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Murphy, where a young woman went into a 
trance and under skilful questioning apparently 
recalled life in Ireland centuries ago. Millions 
of people have apparently been deceived in 
the whole matter into thinking that the woman 
actually had lived in Ireland in a previous ex- 
istence. The whole situation has been examined 
dispassionately by a disinterested scientist who 
points out the fact that under hypnotic trance 
a person can be made to imagine things that 
never happened, or to imagine themselves tak- 
ing part in events of previous years when they 
had not actually taken part at all. In this par- 
ticular instance it has been shown that the 
woman as a small child heard an older person 
tell and describe life in Ireland in the location 
mentioned. She then filled in the so-called his- 
tory from her subconscious memory of those 
stories and from her vivid subconscious imag- 
ination. 


Spiritualism is another of the great deceivers 
at the present time. The idea is that it is 
actually possible to converse with the souls of 
people long since dead, through a spiritualistic 
medium who goes into a trance and then 
through a so-called control, calls up the souls 
of dead people, to speak to their friends or 
relatives. The principal Scriptural authority 
for such an idea is the Biblical account of the 
appearance of the spirit of the dead Samuel 
to King Saul when he visited the witch of 
Endor. In that case we should remember that 
God brought about the return of Samuel’s spirit 
in a supernatural, miraculous way, which sur- 
prised even the witch of Endor herself, show- 
ing that she was not able to do that as a regular 
practice. Most of the so-called spiritualistic 
phenomena are probably humbug, for Houdini, 
while he was alive, could duplicate any of the 
so-called spiritualistic phenomena, by purely 
natural tricks. If there are any genuine phe- 
nomena connected with spiritualism, they are 
probably due to the work of evil spirits. Chris- 
tians should never dabble in such things. 


The amusing TV program “Topper” is an- 
other of the current attempts to popularize the 
idea that it is possible for the souls of the dead 
to return to this earth and appear to and talk 
to living people. 


In the Scripture, aside from the supernatural 
appearance of the spirit of the dead Samuel 
to Saul the king, the only instances for the 
return to earth of the spirits of dead people, 
are the instances of the transfiguration of Jesus 
when Moses and Elijah appeared to Jesus. The 
revivification of the dead saints after the resur- 
rection of Jesus, and the raising of Lazarus 
are not cases in point, nor are other instances 
in Scripture of the resurrection of dead people. 
The story of the rich man and the beggar 
Lazarus indicate that we are not to expect the 
spirits of the dead to revisit this earth. 
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But this same story of the rich man and the 
peggar Lazarus is one of the strongest passages 
proving the conscious existence of the souls both 
of believers and unbelievers after death. Some 
regard this story as a parable, rather than actual 
history, but whether it was true or a parable, 
the teaching is the same. It teaches that the 
unbelievers are in conscious torment, that they 
can see and understand what they have lost 
by unbelief. It teaches that there is a great 
gulf between the souls of the righteous and 
the souls of the wicked, and that that gulf is 
impassable. More important to us is the fact 
that this teaches the conscious and joyous ex- 
istence of the souls of the righteous after death, 
and other passages tell us that that existence 
is in communion with Christ and the redeemed. 


In II Samuel 12:23, King David, as a prophet, 
testified to his belief in the salvation of elect 
infants, and also in the conscious existence of 
the souls of believers, after death, with God. 


In Revelation 14:13 we are told, “Blessed are 
the dead who die in the Lord, while in Rev. 
7:15-17 the apostle John saw them before the 
throne of God, and again in Rev. 20 he saw 
the souls of the martyrs reigning with Christ 
in glory at the present time. In Philippians 
1:23-24 Paul tells us that to depart and be with 
Christ is far better than to continue alive here 


on earth, and in Eccles. 12:7 we are told that 
the spirit returns to God who made it, while 
in Eccles. 3:11 we are told that God has put 
eternity in our hearts, and of course that implies 
conscious existence after death. 


Not only were Moses and Elijah having con- 
scious existence on the mount of transfiguration, 
but Jesus himself said in the words of our 
text, that Abraham, Isaac and Jacob were alive 
with God, and if they were with God, of course 
all other Christians are also alive and conscious 
after death. 


But the most terrible feature of this immor- 
tality, however, is that the souls of unbelievers 
are in conscious torment after death. The Day 
of Judgment simply declares official the judg- 
ment under which they already rest, for unbelief. 
It is indeed a terrible thing to fall into the 
hands of the living God. 


When Christ comes again the bodies of all 
men are to be resurrected, united to their souls 
and then throughout eternity there will be either 
joy with Christ and the redeemed or anguish 
in separation from him. There is no second 
chance or purgatory where we may be purified 
and then brought back to God. Death ends 
our last chance for eternal life with Christ. Re- 
pent and believe in Christ and thou shalt have 
eternal life. 





SABBATH SCHOOL LESSONS 





LESSON FOR NOVEMBER 11 


REV. J. KENTON PARKER 





The Lord’s Requirements 


Background Scripture: Micah 4 and 6 
Devotional Reading: Isaiah 1:11-17 


As a general background for this lesson let me _ use, 


the Analytical Bible. 
western part of Judah.” 


(and often quote), the fine material in 


“The prophet Micah was a native of the little town of Moresheth in the 
“Unlike Isaiah and Jeremiah he did not belong to the capital, but lived 


in the country. He was, however, on the international highway and in a position to observe the 
political movements of Western Asia. He was the contemporary of Isaiah, whose labors began a 


bit earlier in the reign of Uzziah. He witnessed 
the moral and religious corruption in Judah 
which began in the reign of Joram and reached 
its climax in the reign of Ahaz. Then came the 
reformation under Hezekiah, but his son, Man- 
asseh, returned to the sins of Ahaz. Judgment 
was coming and was only stayed for a time 
because of the good reign of Josiah. ““The gen- 
eral moral corruption of society, sin rampant 
in official and family life, will bring the state 
to ruin. The foundations are rotting, being 
eaten away and the whole structure 
will fall apart. No prophet presented this truth 
in more diversified way than did Micah. It is 
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the truth, not only for Israel and Judah, but 
for the nations of every age.” Would that the 
nations today, as they assemble in the United 
Nations would see this truth! Would that our 
own beloved land would see and heed the warn- 
ing before it is too late! 


“All the prophets went to the heart of the 
matter in condemning the empty formality, and 
the useless perfunctory performance of rites and 
ceremonies, but none of them stated it more 
clearly and forcefully than did Micah (see 6:8). 
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“Some writers have very mistakenly gone to 
the extreme of saying that the priestly sacrificial 
system has no place with the prophets and by 
them was abandoned. Nothing could be more 
mistaken than such an interpretation of the 
prophets. The sacrificial system was divinely 
appointed to be continued and fulfilled in Jesus 
Christ. One of the last acts of our Lord was 
to celebrate the Passover. What the prophets 
condemned was the empty and meaningless ob- 
servance of these ordinances.” 


This is what Isaiah is speaking of in our De- 
votional Reading. In the second verse of the 
first chapter he cries out: “Hear, O heavens, 
and give ear, O earth: for the Lord hath spoken. 
I have nourished and brought up children, and 
they have rebelled against me.” 


In verse 10 he compares them to the people 
of Sodom and Gomorrah, and asks the heart- 
searching question, To what purpose is the mul- 
titude of your sacrifices unto me? saith the Lord: 
I am full of the burnt offerings of rams, and the 
fat of fed beasts; and I delight not in the blood 
of bullocks, or of lambs, or of he goats. All 
of their sacrifices and ceremonies were an abom- 
ination to the Lord, because their lives were 
full of sin. Their sacrifices were meant to be 
the expression of repentant people who were 
forsaking sin and seeking forgiveness. Instead 
of this, these worshippers were using them as 
a would-be covering. They seemed to think that 
these offerings and sacrifices would act as a sort 
of bribe, and that God would excuse and over- 
look their sins because of the multitude of their 
offerings. Is not the same idea in the minds 
of some today who give much money to the 
church, but keep their sins? The prophet, in 
the name of his God, scorns them and their gifts. 
Their hands are full of blood; their hearts full 
of sin. “Wash you, make you clean; put away 
the evil of your doings from before mine eyes; 
cease to do evil; learn to do well” “Come 
now, and let us reason together, saith the Lord: 
though your sins be as scarlet, they shall be as 
white as snow: though they be red like crimson, 
they shall be as wool.” This is one of the most 
beautiful and meaningful and amazing promises 
in the Bible, but let us remember the preceding 
verses. Genuine repentance must precede this 
gracious and full forgiveness. It is the same 
message that John the Baptist brought to the 
people of his time. It is the message we need 
in our day. When we turn from sin with grief 
and hatred, then there is no limit to the pardon 
and forgiveness of God. His full and free for- 
giveness is not to be bought with money while 
we keep our sins and love them. A broken and 
contrite heart is essential when we seek the face 
of God. 


Now, after this long introduction, let us turn 
to our Scripture for today. There are two sub- 
jects suggested: (1) The Glory of the Coming 
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Kingdom, and (2) The Requirements for true 
worship. 


I. The Glory of the Coming Kingdom: Chapter 4. 

This is one cf several beautiful passages de- 
scribing the condition of the earth when Jesus 
comes back to reign and rule. They stand out 
like refreshing oases in a desert land. All of us 
realize that our earth is far removed from such 
a blessed state at the present time. As I write 
these words I remember the editorial I saw in 
the morning paper about the powder keg 
the Suez Canal and the lit fuse which may cause 
an explosion at any time. 


All the nations are busy “learning war,” and 
trying to outstrip each other in making instru- 
ments of destruction. There seems to be no 
way of stopping what all agree is the most fool- 
ish of all the follies of mankind. All the nations 
— even Russia and Red China — claim that 
they want peace. The Bible vividly describes 
this condition when it says, The nations have 
drunk of the wine of Babylon; therefore the 
nations are mad, (insane). 

This “Babylon”; this confusion of nations, 
will be completely demolished. (For a complete 
and dramatic description of this “Fall of Baby- 
lon” see the 17th and 18th chapters of Revela- 
tion). Micah is describing the Glory of the 
Kingdom. It will be a time when many nations 
shall say, Come, and let us go up to the moun- 
tain of the Lord, and to the house of the God 
of Jacob; and he will teach us of His ways, 
and we will walk in his paths: for the Lord 
shall go forth of Zion, and the word of the Lord 
from Jerusalem.” 


Verses three and four tell of a time and con- 
dition which we all yearn to see; a time of peace 
and prosperity, and absence of all fear. It is 
the dream of poet and philosopher and states- 
man. It will come when the King comes and 
reigns in justice and righteousness. We should 
continually pray the prayer of John, Even so, 
Come, Lord Jesus. 


We should keep this picture before us at all 
times. There will be many struggles and trials 
for God’s people, for the Church Militant, while 
we continue to fight the good fight of faith 
and witness for our Lord on earth. The final 
triumph of Christ’s Kingdom is assured, and 
this glorious prophecy, together with many 
others, will be fulfilled. The meek shall inherit 
the earth and shall delight themselves in the 
abundance of peace. May we do all in our power 
to hasten the “Kingdom of Glory” of which our 
Confession of Faith speaks! 


II. Requirements for True Worship: Chapter 6. 


“The Lord hath a controversy with His peo- 
ple.”” What is this controversy? It concerns the 
requirements for true worship. God has a right 
to be worshipped. He redeemed them out of 
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Egypt. This failure to worship him in the right 
way Was a very grave and heinous sin. It began 
with Cain, and was very prevalent all along in 
their history as a nation. 


Verses 6 and 7 state the question; Wherewith 
shall I come before the Lord, and bow myself 
before the high God? Several answers are put 
in the form of questions: Shall I come with 
burnt offerings? ‘Thousands of rams, rivers of 
oil, my own children? (This was common among 
heathen; to offer their children.) Can the “fruit 
of my body atone for the sin of my soul? The 
implied answer to all these questions is, NO! 
No material sacrifice or gift is sufficient. If the 
heart is not right then all is wrong. 


Verse eight gives the threefold requirement: 
To do justly, love mercy, and walk humbly 
with thy God. In other words, Justice, mercy 
(kindness), and humble faith. In order to be 
acceptable as a worshipper we must have these 
three things. In Psalm 15 we have a more de- 
tailed picture of a “Citizen of Zion”: He that 
walketh uprightly, worketh righteousness, and 
speaketh the truth in his heart, etc. 


In Psalm 24:3 and 4, we read, Who shall 
ascend into the hill of the Lord? or who shall 


stand in his holy place? He that hath clean 
hands and a pure heart, etc. Micah puts them 
in a three-fold statement. Back of all our ma- 
terial gifts there must be an inner righteous- 
ness, even the righteousness of the Lord. We 
are to worship in the “beauty of holiness.” 


Where can we obtain this “beauty”? Where 
can we get this justice, mercy and faith? Only 
as God gives us a new heart. Only as the right- 
eousness of Christ is first “imputed” and then 
“imparted,” to us. We are justified and sancti- 
fied through Christ. In Hebrews 4:4-16 this 
way is described: Seeing then that we have a 
high priest that is passed into the heavens, 
Jesus the Son of God, let us hold fast our pro- 
fession . . . Let us therefore come boldly 
(with confidence) unto the throne of grace 
that we may obtain mercy and find grace to help 
in time of need. In our great hymn, Rock 
of Ages, it is expressed in a beautiful way: Rock 
of Ages, cleft for me, Let me hide myself in 
Thee. Nothing in my hand I bring: Simply 
to Thy cross I cling, etc. 


As we read these “Requirements,” let us cling 
to our Saviour Who alone can give us the 
cleansing which we need. 





YOUNG PEOPLE'S DEPARTMENT 
YOUTH PROGRAM FOR NOVEMBER 11 





REV. B. HOYT EVANS 





“Where My Dollars Go There Is 
My Heart” 


Suggested Hymns: “I Am Thine, O Lord” 
“I Gave My Life For Thee” 
“We Give Thee But Thine 
Own” 


Program Leader’s Introduction: 


Last week we learned what happens to the 
money which is given to the church and what 
it accomplishes. The way the church’s money 
is spent indicates the main interests of the 
church. In the program for today we want to 
think about the use we make of our dollars 
and what it indicates about our interests. We 
shall try to find answers to the following ques- 
tions: How much of what we call “our posses- 
sions” belongs to the Lord, and why? How does 
our practice of stewardship indicate our spiritual 
attitude and condition? What are the practical 
ways of honoring God in our stewardship? 


First Speaker: 


In much of the talk we hear about steward- 
ship we get the idea that all that is involved 
is the gifts made to the church. A great many 
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Christians feel that they are doing all that 
stewardship demands if they are giving a tenth 
of their income to the church. Certainly the 
tenth, or the tithe, is the minimum a Christian 
can give to the Lord’s work, but this is only a 
small part of true Christian stewardship. In 
one of the Scripture passages read to us we 
heard that “the earth is the Lord’s, and the 
fullness thereof; the world, and they that dwell 
therein.” It is not, then, just the tenth that 
belongs to God, but all that we are and all we 
have. Real Christian stewardship involves hon- 
oring the Lord with all we have: time, talents, 
and possessions. 


We usually think of ourselves as being mas- 
ters of our own lives. Why is it that we must 
consider ourselves as belonging to God? There 
is a story which illustrates this question and 
answers it. There was once a boy who worked 
very carefully over a long period of time to 
fashion a very fine model sail boat. It was 
as nearly perfect as he could make it in every 
detail. One of the nicest features of it was that 
it would really sail, and he frequently took 
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it for cruises on a large lake near his home. 
One day tragedy struck. The string by which he 
held the boat became unfastened, and the boat 
sailed away out of reach and out of sight. So 
far as the boy was concerned, his boat was lost. 
Some time later he saw in a shop window a 
sail boat which looked very familiar. A closer 
examination revealed that it was truly his own 
boat, so he went inside and claimed 


The shopkeeper, however, said that he had 
paid for it, and that it was his boat. The only 
condition under which he would part with it 
was for the lad to pay the price. It was such 
a fine boat that the price was high, and it took 
the boy many weeks to earn the required sum. 
Finally he hz ad the amount agreed on, and he 
bought the boat and carried it home. As he 
left the shop he said to the boat lovingly held 
in his arms, “Now you are twice mine, because 
I made you and I bought you.” Those of us 
who are Christians are twice the Lord’s. First, 
He created us, and then, when we were lost in 
sin, He redeemed us. We belong to God by a 
double claim, and we ought to glorify Him 
accordingly. This is the real meaning of stew- 


ardship. 
Second Speaker: 


There are always those who are ready to criti- 
cize the church when anything is said about 
money. Those who raise objection are often in- 
clined to contend that the church ought to 
concern itself with spiritual matters. Jesus said, 
“Where your treasure is, there will your heart 
be also.” Our attitude toward our money indi- 
cates our attitude toward spiritual matters. The 
use we make of our material possessions reveals 
our estimate of God, and our spiritual condi- 
tion. Our possessions represent us. The money 
you have is what you receive in exchange for 
your time, talent, and effort. When you spend 
money, you are spending yourself. When you 
use your money for the glory of God, it is the 
same as using yourself for the glory of God. 
When you use your money to buy pleasure, for 
instance, you are spending yourself for pleasure. 


Sometimes we deceive ourselves about our 
spiritual condition, about what we believe to 
be most important, about the allegiance of our 
hearts. If you really want to know what we con- 
sider to be the most important, then let us 
examine how we spend your money. “Where 
my dollars go — there is my heart.” 


Discussion. (to be conducted by program leader) 


Ask the young people these questions, and 
make a list of the answers they give. Discuss 
any other questions that arise. 


1. What are some of the ways we can glorify 


God with our money besides giving it to the 
work of the church? 
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2. How may we serve God with our time and 


talents over and above the work we do and the 
time we spend in connection with the program 
of the church? 


3. Make up a good definition of stewardship. 


4. What are some of the vocations which 
lend themselves to good stewardship besides 
church-related vocations (ministry, missionaries, 


etc.) ? 


From Strength to Strength 





Your loneliness is a cathedral. 

You are the priest. 

You are the congregation. 

You are the choir and the organ. 

You are the music. 

You are the altar and 

The white burning candles 

And their yellow light. 

Your solitude is multitude; 

A cloud of witnesses surrounds you. 

The Lord of Hosts encompasses you. 

Your solitude is multitude. 

Your solitude is a cathedral. 
Author Unknown— 





Irreverent Greeting Cards on Way Out 


This year’s output of Christmas greeting cards 
will return to a religious theme. Americans will 
be exchanging two billion greeting cards this 
season according to word from the greeting card 
manufacturers, and among the significant 
changes you will note when making your own 
selections this year, is the return of the religious 
theme to the Yule greeting cards. 


In recent times, due to the cynicism brought 
about by World War II and the Korean con- 
flict, religious cards have accounted for about 
five per cent of the total sold. This year the 
proportion of religious Christmas cards will be 
about 25 per cent. 


What has brought about this dramatic 
change? Milton K. Harrington, president of the 
Chapel Art Studios, St. Louis, Mo., the indus- 
try’s sole exclusive manufacturer of reverent 
Christmas cards, attributes the change to the 
general rise in religious thought and church 
membership, and to the determination to “put 
Christ back into Christmas,” expressed from 
many pulpits in recent times. 


Although Chapel is the first company in the 
field to devote its entire line to Christmas cards 
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with a religious theme, a great many of the 
other companies are placing greater emphasis 
on the religious aspects of Christmas. 


Scenes of the Nativity, the Star of Bethlehem, 
the shepherds and the wise men, Madonna and 
Child, are among the most popular of this year’s 
themes. Definitely on the way out, according 
to the trade, are the leering Santas, the mistle- 
toe kissing scenes, and the warlike cannons 
belching forth fiery salvos of smoke which spell 
out “Merry Xmas.” 


Other than religious themes, the 1956 output 
will stress the traditional floral, candle and other 
happy holiday symbols. 





One in Worship 


(Report on the Field of World Day of Prayer) 

The first World Day of Prayer observance in 
Yu Li, Taiwan, was set for 2 P. M., but by 
10 A. M. the mountain people began to arrive. 
Down the mountain, over rushing streams they 
came, walking for hours. 


Although the Taiwanese at the service spoke 
in Taiwanese or Mandarin, all talks were in- 
terpréted into Japanese for the mountain peo- 
ple, who used the Japanese Bible to read their 
portions and prayed in their tribal languages. 


Taiwanese, Chinese from the mainland, 
Taiyals, Bunans, Amis, and Americans, using 
six languages, were one in worship. 


Church News 


Our 1957 Town and Country 
Pastors’ Institutes 





JANUARY 22-25—Union Seminary, Richmond, Va. 
For the Synods of Appalachia, North Carolina, 
Virginia, and West Virginia. This institute for 
the fourth year is Methodist-Presbyterian. 


JANUARY 22-25 
Kentucky. 
For the Synods of Kentucky and Tennessee. 


Cooperating with Special Lecture Week at the 
seminary. 





Louisville Seminary, Louisville, 


FEBRUARY 12-15—University of Arkansas, Fay- 
etteville, Arkansas. 
For the Synods of Arkansas, Missouri and Okla- 
homa. Interdenominational, and cooperating 
with College of Agriculture. 


MARCH 11-14—Columbia Seminary, Decatur, Ga. 
For the Synods of Alabama, Florida, Georgia, 
Mississippi and South Carolina. Planned for 
Presbyterian U. S. Pastors. 


MARCH 19-22—<Austin Seminary, Austin, Texas. 
For the Synods of Louisiana and Texas. Planned 
for Presbyterians U.S. and U.S.A. Pastors in 
Texas and Louisiana. 
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Each institute has been planned by a special 
committee representing the area. Invitations are 
being sent to pastors nominated by their Presby- 
tery Executive Secretary, or Chairman of Church 
Extension. However, all pastors are invited to 
attend, and you are urged to write and ask for 
a program for the institute in your area. 


Our Adult Bible Classes provide scholarships 
through our Scholarship Fund. Each Adult Class 
is urged to make a donation to this fund which is 
used toward the expenses of our pastors in at- 
tending these institutes. Checks for this cause 
should be made to “SCHOLARSHIP FUND”, and 


sent to me. 


James M. Carr, Secretary 

Town and Country Church Department 
341-B Ponce de Leon Avenue, N. E 
Atlanta 8, Georgia 








Billy Graham at the Louisville Presbyterian 
Theological Seminary 


The new Coliseum at the Kentucky State Fair- 
grounds is the largest indoor auditorium in our 
country. But the Greater Louisville Crusade led 
by Billy Graham has been filling it to capacity 
and sometimes to overflowing. So last Sunday 
afternoon (October 14) the meeting was held in 
the outdoor Fairgrounds stadium which seats 26,000. 
Even this was overflowed so that about 2,000 
additional attenders, including my wife and I, were 
standing in the football field through the service. 
We rejoice in this good work among us. 


Our seminarians have been attending the meet- 
ings and the ministers’ breakfasts with the Crusade 
team. On October 10 Dr. Graham spoke in an ex- 
tended chapel service at the Seminary. In the 
enclosed photo Dr. Caldwell and Dr. Graham are 
preparing for the chapel service. 


L. C. Rudolph 
Assistant to the President 
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Special Montreat Committee 


At the recent meeting of the Board of Trustees 
of the Mountain Retreat Association the following 
action was taken: 


“That a committee be appointed to consist of 
three members of the Board of Directors, two 
members of the Board of Trustees, and four 
from the Church at large, to be appointed by 
the Chairman of the Board of Trustees: To 
make a full survey and study of Montreat’s 
administrative organization, operation and 
services to the Church, and that this Com- 
mittee be authorized to co-opt others selected 
by them, not necessarily members of the Board 
of Trustees to serve with them, and report 
the recommendations of this committee at the 
1957 meeting of the Board of Trustees, if the 
way be clear.” 


In seeking to carry out the will of the Board of 
Trustees, I have appointed the following members 
of this committee and each has accepted: 


From the Board of Directors: Dr. John Rich- 
ards, Macon, Georgia, Convenor; Dr. Frank 
Jackson, Davidson, North Carolina; Mr. Albert 
Noe, Jackson, Tennessee. 


From the Board of Trustees: Mr. Adrian Will- 
iamson, Monticello, Arkansas; Dr. John Wilson, 
La Grange, Georgia. 


From the Church at large: Dr. Charles King, 
Houston, Texas; Mr. Ed Grant, Baton Rouge, 
Louisiana; Mr. Ashton Phelps, New Orleans, 
Louisiana; Dr. Charles Gibboney, Augusta, 
Georgia. 

John C. Frist, Chmn. 





ALABAMA 
Birmingham—Groundbreaking ceremonies were 
held by the congregation of Ensley Presbyterian 
Church here, on Sunday, October 14, beginning 
construction for a new $100,000 educational build- 
ing which will connect to the existing church 
building. 


Guest of honor at the groundbreaking was Dr. 
Frank Cross, pastor of Central Presbyterian Church, 
Meridian, Miss., who was formerly pastor of the 
Ensley Church, having served the congregation 
for 22 years. A week of revival services followed 
the groundbreaking and the Homecoming, which 
marked the 55th anniversary of the church’s 
founding. 





Birmingham—The Birmingham Presbytery has 
authorized the purchase of property in Huffman, 
Ala., for organization and building of a new Pres- 
byterian, U.S., church. 


The authority was granted October 2 during an 
adjourned session of the Presbytery, meeting at 
First Presbyterian Church, Birmingham. A petition 
from 26 Presbyterians living in the Huffman area 
was presented, and the strategy committee of the 
Presbytery then asked the authority to purchase a 
site at the cost of $28,000. 


The Presbytery voted to allow the strategy com- 
mittee authority to borrow not more than $20,000 
to add to the amount on hand to purchase the 
property. 


Dr. E. V. Ramage, as chairman of the steward- 
ship committee presented the budget for benevo- 
lent causes. The budget as adopted by the Presby- 
tery is $139,850. This budget includes $55,350 
for General Assembly’s causes; $45,050 for Synod 
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McGUFFEY’S READERS 


After a long and costly search a complete set of the origina! 
McGUFFEY’S READERS has finally been located, and reprints 
of these grand old readers have now been completed. Each 
reader is custom made from the plates used in the 1879 edition 

. . Same type and binding. You can now purchase exact copies 
of these famous readers at the following low prices: 


First Reader ................... $2.25 Fourth Reader .............. $3.25 
Second Reader .............. $2.50 Fifth Reader .................. $3.50 
cf $2.75 Sixth Reader .................. $3.75 


We pay postage on all orders! ! ! 


OLD AUTHORS, Dept. SP-1088 Rowan, Iowa 








Verbal Inspiration: 
Yesterday and Today 


Search The Scriptures 
By Gordon H. Clark, Ph.D. 


Reprint from the September 12th Issue of 
The Southern Presbyterian Journal now avail- 
able as a sixteen page booklet at $1.00 per 
dozen or $6.00 per hundred postpaid. 


Order From 


The Southern Presbyterian Journal 
Weaverville, N. C. 











A COMMENTARY ON THE BIBLE 


By Matthew Henry 


Now again available after being out of print. New bio- 

graphical edition. A monumental work that has been for 

nearly two centuries without an equal and is to Bible 

teachers and to preachers what Shakespeare is to secular 

literature. Complete in every detail. Now in six-volume 
set, boxed, $24.50. Postpaid. 


Order From 
The Southern Presbyterian Journal 


Weaverville ... North Carolina 











causes, and $41,450 for causes of the Birmingham 
Presbytery. 

Dr. E. R. Somerville, pastor of the Central Park 
Presbyterian Church of Birmingham, will partici- 
pate in national educational telecasts in Chicago, 
on the program, “Religious Town Hall Meeting.” 


The dates Dr. Somerville will appear have not 
yet been announced. 


Dr. Somerville will discuss ‘Scripture or Tra- 
dition’, “Civil Rights’’, “Is the Church Defeated”’, 
and “Equal Rights’. He was invited to appear by 
the moderator of the program, Bishop Leiske, 
through Mr. M. D. Smith, program director for 
WBRC-TV, Birmingham. 





GEORGIA 


Rome—The First Presbyterian Church of Rome, 
Ga., celebrated on October 14, the 100th anni- 
versary of the use of the present church building. 


The centennial sermon was preached by Dr. 
W. T. Thompson, moderator of the General As- 
sembly. On Sunday evening an historical program 
was presented in which the ministers of the church 
during the past one hundred years were imperso- 
nated by members of the congregation. 


The church was organized in 1833 at Living- 
stone, which was then the county seat, but was 
moved to Rome in 1845. The present building was 


THE SOUTHERN PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL 





nal 
uch 
ion 
ies 


= 


va 





eS 





Tra- 
ed’’, 


ske, 
for 


me, 
nni- 
ng. 
Dr. 
As- 
ram 
urch 
rso- 


ring- 
was 


NAL 





erected in 1856, and has been in continuous use 
except for a short period during the war between 
the states. 


The present pastor is Dr. L. R. Scott, since 1943. 
On February 13, 1955, two new churches spon- 


sored by the First Church were organized in Rome. 
They are Westminster and Reynolds-Miller Chapel. 





Atlanta—Dr. Bonneau H. Dickson, pastor of the 
Rock Spring Presbyterian Church here for the past 
13 years, has been elected executive secretary of 
church extension for Atlanta Presbytery. 


Dr. Dickson succeeds Dr. Franklin C. Talmadge, 
who will retire January 1, 1957. 


A native of Pickens, S. C., Dr. Dickson gradu- 
ated from Presbyterian College, and received his 
B.D. degree from Columbia Theological Seminary. 
The honorary Doctor of Divinity degree was con- 
ferred upon Dr. Dickson last year by Presbyterian 
College, Clinton, S. C. 


The congregation of Rock Springs Church, and 
membership in the Sunday school have tripled since 
Dr. Dickson came to the church. 





Atlanta—The Ministers’ Retreat for the Synod 
of Georgia will be held at the General Oglethorpe 
Hotel, Wilmington Island, Savannah, Georgia, 
February 11-13, 1957. Ministers of the Synod are 
urged to reserve this date on their calendars. Dr. 
Thomas McDill, professor of pastoral counseling 
at Columbia Theological Seminary, will be one of 
the feature speakers. 





Atlanta—Dr. W. T. Thompson, moderator of the 
General Assembly, visited Atlanta, speaking at the 
Trinity Presbyterian Church’s annual Christian 
Emphasis program, during the week of Oct. 15-18. 


“Christian Family Living’ was the theme for 
his four sermons. The talks were given each eve- 
ning, and every morning during Dr. Thompson’s 
visit, informal family discussions were held. 





Austin — Louisville Presbyterian Theological 
Seminary, Louisville, Ky., has presented to Austin 
Seminary a first edition of the “Bible Sacra Poly- 
glotta Complectenia, Etc.” to be placed in Austin 
Seminary’s library. 


This six-volume edition by Brian Walton, 17th 
century English clergyman, was published in 1657 
in London by Thomas Roycroft. It is one of the 
four famous polyglots of the world. 


The languages which it contains are Hebrew, 
Syriac, Greek, Latin, Arabic, Persian, and two 
minor languages of the ancient Samaritan tongue. 


The gift was made through the Louisville Semi- 
nary’s Head Librarian, Mr. Ernest M. White. 


The polyglot will be of particular value to stu- 
dents and faculty who are studying the oriental 
version of the Scriptures. 


A reference collection of 1,500 volumes has been 
added to the library of Austin Theological Semi- 
nary with the gift of the personal library of the 
late Rev. William States Jacobs. The presentation 
was made by his son, William States Jacobs, Jr., 
prominent attorney of Houston, Tex. 


The Rev. Jacobs was pastor of the First Presby- 
terian Church in Houston for 25 years, ending his 
ministry there in 1931. 
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The collection includes an 1850 edition of the 
complete work of John Calvin, and 54 complete 
volumes of the Parker Society Publications con- 
taining the writings, prayers, and sermons of early 
church reformers in England. Also among these 
books are several containing experiences and ac- 
tivities of early missionaries in North America. 
Several volumes of the collection are thought to 
be in the rare book class, although the final classi- 
fication of the books has not been completed. 





LOUISIANA 


Lake Providence — Sunday, October 14, a com- 
mission of Red River Presbytery met to organize 
a Presbyterian Church in Lake Providence, adding 
the 46th Presbyterian church to the roll of Red 
River Presbytery. 


Mr. Dan Lott, a student in Columbia Presby- 
terian Seminary, has served in Lake Providence 
for the past two summers. The Presbyterians have 
been meeting for worship for over 18 months, 
using the Episcopal Church for some of the time, 
and later meeting in the city hall. Nineteen names 
were affixed to the petition which was submitted 
to Presbytery requesting organization. 





Bossier City—Construction has begun on the 
first unit of the John Knox Presbyterian Church 
of Bossier City. Only the exterior “shell” of the 
building will be completed by the contractor, as 
the members plan to do the work on the interior 
of the brick building themselves. 


The design of the new church building is con- 
temporary. The site is a four acre tract on airline 
drive in the eastern section of the city. The 
present construction will provide a central assembly 
area to be used for worship until the sanctuary 
is built at a later date. Also included in the plans 
for present building construction are nine class- 
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rooms, pastor’s study, storage space and restrooms. 
The building will be air-conditioned, and the loca- 
tion of the building on the lot provides sufficient 
off-street parking to the front and side of the 
building. The Rev. John M. Williamson is pastor 
of the church. 





Jonesville—The Trinity Presbyterian Church of 
Jonesville observed its centennial in September. 


The church was organized in the community of 
Trinity, La., on April 20, 1856 with 13 members, 
several years before Jonesville became a town. 


The first full-time pastor, the Rev. Kenneth 
Seawright, came to the church in 1935, 79 years 
after its organization. The present manse was 
built the first year of his ministry. The church 
had before this time been served by various visit- 
ing ministers, and stated supply ministers. The 
church had moved to the town of Jonesville in 
1920. The Rev. Carl Lazenby was ordained and 
installed as pastor in 1953, and served the church 
until 1955. The Rev. Paul Currie, a graduate of 
Southwestern College, and Louisville Seminary, was 
ordained and installed as pastor of the church 
February 19, 1956. 





Shreveport—The First Presbyterian Church in 
Shreveport for Negro Presbyterians is now under 
construction in Hollywood Heights, and will be 
completed in about two months. 


The new building, a one-story masonry struc- 
ture, will have an auditorium to seat 150 persons. 
The First Presbyterian Church of Shreveport is 
cooperating in the planning and financing of the 
Hollywood Church, which will be situated on a 
two and one half acre tract. 





New Orleans—The Presbytery of New Orleans 
has adopted two resolutions calling for the more 
than 10,000 Presbyterians in the Presbytery, to 
“use every influence at their command to stamp 
out gambling” in that area. The presbytery thus 
joined the Greater New Orleans Federation of 
Churches and other groups in their stand against 
gambling and for stronger law enforcements. 


The presbytery’s stand was taken at a meeting 
in Slidell, October 9, and the resolutions were 
unanimously adopted by the 65 ministers and elders 
attending presbytery. 


The Rev. Walter D. Langtry, pastor of Prytania 
Street Presbyterian Church, presented the reso- 
lutions, which were proposed in the form of amend- 
ments to a report of the committee on Christian 
Relations. 


The following is the text of the Presbytery’s 
first resolution: 


“The Presbytery has observed with deep con- 
cern the increase in gambling and other forms of 
evil and lawlessness within our borders. We com- 
mend the activities of our law enforcement agencies 
in their excellent fight against some areas of 
criminal activity, as in the enforcement of the 
anti-narcotic law. However, we are distressed at 
the apparent unwillingness to enforce statutes 
against gambling and evils which are related to it. 


“Therefore, we call upon the members of our 
churches to speak out boldly against the return 
of commercialized gambling, to use every influence 
at their command to stamp out gambling in any 
form. 


“We call upon the enforcement agencies of the 
parishes to enforce the laws without favor or dis- 
crimination. 
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“We call upon the governor, Earl K. Long, and 
the superintendent of state police to take steps to 
restore adequate law enforcement where local of- 
ficials are unwilling or unable to enforce the law.” 


Following is the text of the second resolution 
aligning the presbytery with the church federation: 


“The Presbytery appreciates the importance of 
an efficient and incorruptible police department 
to maintain order and to uphold the laws which 
are the protection of our people against disorder 
and vice. 

“Therefore, the Presbytery concurs with the 
statements of the Greater New Orleans Federation 
of Churches in endeavoring to secure the high 
reputation of the police department in that city.” 





MISSISSIPPI 


Laurel—A young adult rally of the Meridian 
Presbytery was held Sunday, Oct. 7, at Shelby 
State Park, south of Hattiesburg. The theme for 
the rally was “The Christian Home.” 


Speakers for the program included: Frank 
Montague, Jr., Hattiesburg; Scott Kelso, Hatties- 
burg; Mrs. W. C. Brown, Ellisville; Mrs. James 
McDaniels, Sandersville; Bob Newton, Wiggins, and 
Walter P. Green, Laurel. 





Jackson—Building for the church home of the 
new Pearl Presbyterian Church near Jackson, Miss., 
is complete. Dedication is planned soon. 
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NORTH CAROLINA 


Fayetteville — The Fall Rally of the Young 
Adults of the Fayetteville Presbytery was held 
October 14, at the Highland Presbyterian Church 


here. 


Theme for the rally was “Evangelism—Me!”’ 
Leaders for the meeting and discussion groups 
were an evangelistic team from Union Theological 
Seminary in Richmond, Va. 





Atkinson—Caswell Presbyterian Church of At- 
kinson held special Homecoming observances, Oc- 
tober 14. 


This church was established in 1858, and has 
observed this event the second Sunday in October 
for several years. 





Davidson—Davidson College has been awarded 
$2,000 by the Pure Oil Company as a contribution 
to the 1956 Davidson Fund. 


The gift was announced by President John R. 
Cunningham, who said that it was unrestricted and 
could be applied by the college to any need. Pre- 
senting the check to him was Mr. John O. Little of 
Charlotte, Southeastern District Manager for Pure 
Oil. 


Dr. Cunningham termed the award a “stimulat- 
ing and welcome addition” to the Davidson Fund, 
which comes from alumni, parents of students, 
corporations and foundations. The 1956 Fund goal 
is $125,000, some $10,000 over the amount given 
in 1955. 


“It is another evidence,” said Dr. Cunningham, 
“that American business and industry acknowledges 
the value and the need of the private college. We 
must continue to raise faculty salaries and augment 
our teaching facilities to meet the crisis faced by 
higher education.” 


The college has previously received this year 
gifts from several other corporations, including 
Equitable Life Assurance Society, Esso Division of 
Standard Oil, the Columbia Broadcasting System 
and the Ford Foundation. 





Wallace—The 200th anniversary of the Rock- 
fish Presbyterian Church of Wallace, N. C., was 
observed with special services October 12-14. 


The church was organized in 1756 after a period 
of missionary endeavor by the Rev. Hugh McAden, 
who came to the section in 1755. 


October 12 the program’s main speaker was 
Dr. James M. Carr, director of the Department of 
Town and Country Church Work, Board of Church 
Extension. A special feature of this service was 
the recognition of a daughter church, Wallace 
Presbyterian Church. Dr. L. A. Taylor, executive 
secretary of Wilmington Presbytery, presided. Fol- 
lowing this service there was a reception honoring 
the former ministers and their wives, and widows 
of former ministers. 








Wilson—Mrs. Coalter Paxton in September pre- 
sented a check for $10,000 from the estate of her 
late husband to the Rev. R. Murphy Williams, Jr., 
pastor of First Presbyterian Church, Wilson, for 
the furtherance of the program of the church. 


Mr. Paxton, who died in 1953, was chairman of 
the building committee of the church while the 
present buildings were being erected, had also 
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served as deacon, and at the time of his death was 
serving the church as an elder. 


Mr. Paxton willed $10,000 to the church with the 
proviso that the “‘Executors shall not be required 
to pay such sum immediately but may make pay- 
ment of this bequest in such installments and at 
such time as in their judgment will be consistent 
with the efficient administration of my estate. In 
any event, the payment shall be made within a 
period of five years from and after the date of 
my death.” 


Mr. Paxton further stated in his will: “that this 
bequest shall be used by the Trustees of this 
church in the promotion and furtherance in the 
Town of Wilson of the general religious and edu- 
cational program of said church. It is my thought 
at this time that this bequest can be used most 
effectively if applied to a fund, which, with other 
contributions, may or will be used in the erection 
of the Fellowship Hall. 





SOUTH CAROLINA 


Marion—The Men of Pee Dee Presbytery held 
their Fall Rally, Sunday afternoon, October 14, at 
Camp Harmony. Families attended. The president 
of the Men’s Council for the Presbytery, Mr. B. 
Pratt Gasque of Marion presided. 





Columbia — Congaree Presbytery launched its 
drive to raise $70,000, its part of Presbyterian Col- 
lege’s $750,000 long-range program of improve- 
ment, at a dinner for the fund raisers at Laurel 
Hill on October 8. 


The fund will go toward construction of a 
chapel-auditorium, student center, modernizing ex- 
isting buildings, and scholarship aid endowment. 
The campaign commemorates the 75th anniversary 
of Presbyterian College. 


The Diamond Jubilee fund campaign has already 
raised $605,000, according to Mr. Lawrence B. 
Avison, campaign director. 


Dr. F. V. Poag, pastor of Shandon Presbyterian 
Church, Columbia, S. C., gave a brief conviction 
talk at the dinner meeting. Mr. Avison then pre- 
sented a motion picture and explained the emphasis 
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in carrying out the drive in the area. First reports 
of the results of the Presbytery’s drive will be 
announced at a meeting on October 15. 





Clinton—Mr. J. Edward Means, Jr., of Green- 
ville, S. C., has been selected the new president of 
the Presbyterian College Alumni Association, suc- 
ceeding Mr. J. Marion Kirven of Columbia. Mr. 
Means will serve two years. 


Mr. A. B. Poe, Rock Hill, S. C., was named new 
Secretary-treasurer, succeeding Mr. Harry Hicklin, 
also of Rock Hill. 


Selected as one of the three alumni representa- 
tives to the Presbyterian College Board of Trus- 
tees, was Mr. Joseph L. Barnet of Gastonia, N. C. 
Mr. Barnett succeeds Mr. Hugh F. Dick of Char- 
lotte, N. C., who retired after serving the limit of 
two terms of three years each. 





TENNESSEE 


Memphis—Chelsea Avenue Presbyterian Church 
observed its 100th anniversary this month with 
special Sunday services starting October 14. 


The church has the oldest building still standing 
of any congregation in Memphis, according to Mr. 
Clyde Zink, church publicity chairman. The church 
was organized 100 years ago with 13 members, 
Mr. Zink said, and the congregation built the 
present house of worship in 1858. 





TEXAS 


Austin — Austin Seminary will celebrate the 
founding of the first presbytery in America with 
a series of special lectures to be held October 28, 
29 and 30. This Presbytery was organized in 
March of 1706 in Philadelphia. 


Joining other branches of Presbyterianism in 
celebrating this beginning, the Seminary has chosen 
the last Sunday of October, usually set aside for 
special services as Reformation Sunday. Both 
occasions will be commemorated in the Sunday 
night lecture. 


Dr. Henry P. Van Dusen of New York will give 
the opening address, to be held at University Pres- 
byterian Church. Dr. Van Dusen is a member of 
the Presbyterian Church, U.S.A., and is president 
of the Union Theological Seminary, New York. 


The Rev. Marion A. Boggs, pastor of the Second 
Presbyterian Church, Little Rock, Ark., and a 
member of the board of trustees of the seminary, 
will lecture on the “Thrill of Presbyterian Begin- 
nings in Arkansas.’”’ The Rev. Horace Craig Casey, 
pastor of First Presbyterian Church in Enid, Okla- 
homa, one of the strongest Presbyterian, U.S.A., 
churches in the Southwest, will lecture on the 
beginnings of Presbyterianism in Oklahoma, and 
the Rev. Malcolm L. Purcell will lecture on the 
beginnings of Presbyterianism in Texas. Mr. Pur- 
cell is executive secretary of the Committee of 
Church Extension for Brazos Presbytery, and 
edited “History of Texas Presbyterianism,’” from 
a manuscript left by his uncle, Dr. W. S. Red. 


The Rev. Leonard R. Swinney, the editor of 
the Louisiana Red River Presbyterian will lecture 
on the beginnings of Presbyterianism in his state. 
At the present time, Mr. Swinney is pastor of the 
First Presbyterian Church, Homer, La. 


Plans are underway for either a reception for 
Dr. Van Dusen, or a dinner to include all Austin 
Presbyterian ministers. On both Monday and Tues- 
day evenings coffee chats are planned to be held 
in faculty members’ homes where students and par- 
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ticipating ministers can ask questions and get to 
know these outstanding speakers. Dr. T. Watson 
Street is in charge of planning the program for 
the lectures. 
Kerrville —- One hundred and fifty wild life 
specimens have been donated to Schreiner Institute, 
Presbyterian Junior College in Kerrville, Texas, 
by a private collector and naturalist, Dr. D. J. 
Bullock of Kerrville. Dr. Andrew Edington ac- 
cepted the gift at Mr. Bullock’s home recently. 


In addition to providing a valuable study source 
for the students the collection will be open to the 
public at specified times. Display space has been 
made available for the collection in the school’s 
new science hall. 


Included in the collection are 8 birds, 56 mam- 
mals, one alligator, one pair of longhorns, two 
deer, one fish head, and the “saw” of a sawfish. 
Many framed pictures of wild life are also in the 
collection. 
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“He Saved Me” 


By G. J. Peterson 
Moody Bible Institute, Chicago 


A traveler who was watching some fishermen 
on the shore of the Mississippi was surprised 
to see an old Negro leap to his feet and point 
at a passing boat with great excitement. “Look! 
Look!” he cried, “Dere’s de captain!” 


On a sloop coming down the river stood a 
perfectly ordinary looking man, leaning against 
the mast. Although he was not within speaking 
distance, he waved kindly to the old man jump- 
ing up and down on the bank. Presently the 
puzzled traveler asked, “Who is this man? And 
what has he ever done for you?” 


The answer was: “He’s de man dat saved me. 
I fell into de water an’ he jumped in an’ flung 
his arms around me and saved me!” Then he 
added: “I'd jes’ like to slave for him all my 
life; only my rheumatism’s so bad I ain’t no 
good. He runs by here once a month, and I 
watch for him, and I love to p’int him out. 
Ain’t he de kindest-lookin’ man you ever saw? 
I jes’ love to p’int him out.” 


Yes, the old colored man loved to “point out” 
the one who had saved his life. But as born- 
again Christians are we just as enthusiastic about 
pointing out to others the Man who has saved 
us? If we love the Lord Jesus Christ even as 
much as the old fellow loved his benefactor, 
then we ought to delight in pointing Him out 
to those who do not know Him. 


Jesus Himself has asked us to do this. In 
Matthew 10:32, 33 He says: “Whosoever shall 
confess me before men, him will I confess also 
before my Father which is in heaven. But who- 
soever shall deny me before men, him will I 
also deny before my Father which is in heaven.” 
And in Acts 1:8 He says, “Ye shall be witnesses 
unto me a 


The Bible also tells us: “If thou shalt con- 
fess with thy mouth the Lord Jesus, and shalt 
believe in thine heart that God hath raised him 
from the dead, thou shalt be saved. For with 
the heart man believeth unto righteousness; and 
with the mouth confession is made unto salva- 
tion. For the Scripture saith, Whosoever be- 
lieveth on Him shall not be ashamed” (Romans 
10:9- 11). 
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1500 THEMES FOR SERIES PREACHING. 
William Goulooze. Baker Book House. $2.50. 


This book presents suggestions for no less than 
300 series of 3 to 10 suggested texts and themes 
for each series. Each theme seeks to focus the 
attention on the central truth expressed in the 
text or passage of Scripture. 





DEVOTIONS FOR ADULT GROUPS. Wallace 
Fridy. Abingdon Press. $1.50. 


This book contains 25 devotions bringing guid- 
ance for more successful Christian living. The 
material is simple, direct, and easy to understand. 
Included for each devotion are two hymns, a Scrip- 
ture lesson and a prayer. 





THE VITALITY OF FAITH. Murdo E. Mac- 
Donald. Abingdon Press. $2.50. 


The author is pastor of St. George’s West 
Church, Edinburgh. He has given in this volume 
24 vigorous messages to show how Christ is the 
only answer to the problems which confront the 
world today. The author states, “I believe that 
the gospel we have preached was not sufficiently 
bold and demanding, that the Christ we have pro- 
claimed was not big enough.” 


These messages are largely topical in nature, 
and the main theme seems to be that the Christian 
should not come to easy terms with the world but 
is commissioned to proclaim the terms of God’s 
decisive deliverance to the world. Each message 
is brief, and the style is characterized by excel- 
lent readability. J.R.R. 





EFFECTIVE BIBLE STUDY. Howard S. Vos. 
Zondervan Publishing House. $3.50. 


Sixteen different methods of Bible study are 
set forth in this volume plus chapters studying the 
Bible as literature and teaching the Bible. The 
author defines the method under discussion and 
then develops an example making further sugges- 
tions for studying the subject. In addition, the 
author includes helpful appendices on the subject 
of Homiletics and Filing. The study of this volume 
will lead to a new appreciation and understanding 
of the Bible. 





THE INSPIRATION OF 
THE HOLY SCRIPTURES 


By L. Gaussen — $3.00 


This book (also known as Theopneustia) has 
long been considered one of the best on verbal 
inspiration of the Scriptures. 381 pages, 
cloth. 


Order from 
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